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THE JEWISH DISABILITIES. 


Her Majesty’s government, with a view to remedy the anom- 
aly of the position in which conscientious Jews, elected by 
their fellow citizens to municipal offices, have hitherto been 
placed, have themselves originated a bill in Parliament, of 
which the following is a copy. It was introduced on Friday 
night last, by the highest legal dignitary in the realm, and read 
a second time on Monday night. 


A Bil intituled an Act for the Relief of Persons of the Jewish 
Lteligion elected to Municipal Offices. 


WHEREAS the declaration prescribed by an act of the ninth 
year of the reign of King George the Fourth, intituled ‘* an 
act for repealing so much of several acts as imposes the 
necessity of receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as a 
qualification for certain offices and employments,” on admission 
into office in municipal corporations, cannot conscientiously be 
made and subscribed by persons of the Jewish religion: Be it 
therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent an ae by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, that, instead of the declara- 
tion required to be made and subscribed by the said recited 
act, every person of the Jewish religion be permitted to 
make and subscribe the following declaration within one calen- 
dar month next before or upon Gis admission into the office of 
Mayor, Alderman, Recorder, Bailiff, Town Clerk, Councillor, 
or any other municipal office in any city, town corporate, 
borough, or cinque port, within England and Wales, or the 
town of Berwick-upon-Tweed : ae 

‘I, A. B., being a person professing the Jewish religion, 

ving conscientious scruples against subscribing the declaration 
contained in an act passed in the ninth year of the reign of 
King George the Fourth, intituled ‘an act for repealing so 
much of several acts as imposes the necessity of receiving the 

crament of the Lord’s Supper as a qualification for certain 
ces and employments,” do solemnly, sincerely, and truly 
declare, that I will not exercise any power or authority or 
influence which I may possess by virtue of the office of 
ay 98 to weaken or injure the Protestant Church 
a8 It is by law established in England, nor to disturb the said 
church, or the bishops and clergy of the said church, in the 
sion of any right or privileges to which such church or 

the said bishops and clergy may be by law entitled.’ 


Thomas.— Barbados calamity.— The Russian Jews ; another change.—American 
News.—Statistics, 
Modifications of the Liturgy. 


Clerical Defamation of the Jewish character.—Another aspect of Christian respect 
for Israel; Charlotte Elizabeth. 

Anecdotes of Anglo-Jewish History. 

Reviews—}} Report of a Meeting in Paris. 

Notices. 


II. And be it enacted, that such declaration shall be of the 
same force and effect as if the person making it had made and 
subscribed the declaration aforesaid contained in the said act of 
the ninth year of the reign of King George the Fourth. 


This bill, in its present shape, and for the objects which it con- 
templates, may certainly be ascribed to the Administration itself, 
urged thereto by the petitions at various times presented by 
several municipal corporations, and more especially, during the 
last session, by the formal remonstrance of certain constituents 
of a Jewish citizen of London, whom, although elected, the 
Board of Aldermen assumed themselves incompetent to admit 
as a member of their body. It is known that, already last 
session, a noble member of the Commons introduced a bill for 
the doar | of this grievance, and that he withdrew it on the 
understanding that the ministry would take up the matter. 
They have now redeemed their pledge, and although the Jewish 
deputies and others have mani bated a natural interest in the 
matter, and placed themselves in communication with the 
ministry accordingly, nothing appears to have been Graves 
nese what had been previously determined upon by the 
cabinet.* Consequently, as the present is not in any wide 
sense a Jewish movement, nor the result of an application 
by ‘* the Jews,” those of them who object to authorise any 
active measures for incurring, on their behalf, official obliga- 


tions possibly incompatible with certain religious scruples, if 


they at all felt themselves impelled to move adversely in this 
affair, would of necessity occupy the invidious position of not 
merely opposing the executive government—legislating for the 
welfare of the state on the broad principle, but of seeking to 
frustrate the enjoyment by others of certain honourable privi- 
leges, to which they happen to have no mind themselves. 
Hence it may be presumed, that the ‘‘over-scrupulous,”’ as they 
have been called, will deem themselves conscientiously absolved 
from any call to interfere. Nor could they do so with any 


* The information in our previous numbers as to the proceedings of the | 


Board of Deputies and others, with reference to this measure, was, as we 
have reason to believe, substantially correct, notwithstanding that it has 
been elsewhere assumed that Sir Isaac L. Goldsmid, having been asso- 
ciated with four members uf the Burton Street congregation as a deputa- 
tion to the minister, was ig epreiated to represent and act for that 
(secession) body. True, there had been a meeting at the house of Sir 
I. L. G., of about 30 gentlemen, nearly all of them members of the Burton 
Street congregation, but it was then agreed not to consider the deputation as 
the representatives of that interest; and we were then also assured by mem- 
bers of the Burton Street congregation—unable to supply a copy of Sir I. L. 
Goldsmid’s memorial—that there had been no other meeting held than the 
private one above alluded to. It is clear from an observation made in 
the House, by Lord Brougham, that the precise course adopted—limited 
but practical as it is—~is now considered the most expedient; and hence, 
we presume, no more will be heard of any ‘ cross movement,”’ 
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stone to others, at a later period. 
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practisal effect, for it is to the Jast — improbable that the 
Matrodyced jas it jg, will the at al 
ehh the captrary, it is reagondiile to expect, 
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cligimlity of Jews to act as magis- 
trates is practically decided diweady ; but the new bill contem- 
plates, in the case of Recordership, a still more comprehensive 
exercise of judicial functions. Altogether, the policy of the 
ministry appears to be rather to deal with difficulties and 
anomalies as they become practical grievances, than to define 
abstract principles; and, from that point of view, it is fair to 
presume that the present concession will prove the stepping- 
In one aspect, the terms of 
the bill appear to our unlearned mind, more restricted than 
those of Sir R. Peel’s original announcement of its purport in 
the Commons. He was reported to promise relief as to 
‘* municipal and corporate offices’’—the bill itself provides only 
for ‘* office in municipal corporations.” This will probably 
be remedied in committee. 


Since the foregoing remarks were thrown off, we have received 
the debate in the House of Peers on ‘the second reading of 
the bill, and find the whole festimncny there recorded so highly 
complimentary to the character and qualities of the Jews as a 
body, that we do not venture immediately to give expression to 
what must naturally be the feeling which pervades all classes of 
our community, at so gracious and expressive a recoguition 
of what the Jew really is, as contradistinguished from what long 
years of misconception have made him to appear. We present 
our readers with a Supplement, in order to give the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s speech from the Times report. So far as the immediate 
interest of these proceedings is concerned, we have been forestalled 
by our daily contemporaries, and that too, by many, with a hearty 
good-will, as honourable to them as it is acceptable to us; 
for but a single journal has taken a view adverse to the proposed 
measure, while several have written earnestly and eloquently in 
support of it. Nay, even the Right Rev. Prelate who repre- 
sented the Conversionists in the debate, forbore to disturb the 
unanimity with which it was received, by any practical oppo- 
sition. Our readers, then, who can sympathise with us, will agree 
that it is at present more becoming, so faras Anglo-J ewish interests 
are involved, and there remains nothing to rebut—to leave the 
advocacy of our national merits in the hands of an enlightened 
parliament, and an upright press. In reference to the latter, we 
only take leave incidentally to solicit those who may be assailed 
for the tardiness of such concessions from their side, not to 
retort on the Jews the taunts to which they lend no countenance. 

But, while we deem it becoming to make no needless parade 
in our Own interest, we claim—in behalf of our foreign breth- 
ren, groaning under what is indeed a yoke hard to bear, or 
perhaps, degraded by the too natural action of a degrading 
polity—that the full infilnence of this example be secured for 
them. I, is an example of how the sense of justice in a legislature 
may rise superior to deep rooted prejudice—how the bless- 
ings of free institutions may operate on the intellect and enter- 
prize of the unjustly contemned—and how the right feelings, 
the sacred sentiments which Heaven has implanted, cannot be 
extinguished by centuries of wrongful treatment, but must in 
the end live down calumny, and outlive mistrust. We shall 
probably publish an extraordinary issue next week, should 
anything transpire of adequate interest to need it. What we 
especially claim on behalf of our foreign brethren, is the op- 
portunity to collect all records and reports of parliamentary, 
municipal, and other public proceedings, in advocacy of the 
claims to equal rights and privileges for the Jews; together 


with copies of petitions, memorials, editorial and other testi- | 


mony in the same behalf, with a view to publication, in a form 
suitable to be employed for the amelioration of Jewish sufferings 
in other parts of the world. A series of stamped supplements 
to the Voce of Jacob, would at once serve the one purpose, and 
also constitute fitting archives in connexion with the dnglo- 
Jewish Press, of what will certainly be one of the most impor- 
tant passages in our national history in this country. We need 


scarcely say, that every facility for so proper an object should 
be willingly accorded at our office. 7 


omts grill be made in both fhouges jto extend 


its scope and bearing. e 


| 


On Monday night, after Lord Monteagle had presentod ; 


opposed in its progress | petition, as he is reported to have said, in adwo of 


perticgilar from five subscaiibing as 


the Sy eof British Jews,” the Lon@ Ghamcellor 
epeech the fflowing effent :— ale 
‘ My lords, as I do not anticipate any effective Opposition 
this measure, I shall confine myself to stating, very shortly, 
the motives and objects with which it is introduced. Th, 
object ig to get rid of some anomalies—some inconsistencies 
and I may be permitted to say some absurdities, with respect to 
the admission of persons professing the Jewish religion to coy. 
porate offices in this country. In order that I may be fully 
understood upon this subject, I shall begin by very short) 
calling your lordships’ attention to the position in which ri 
sons professing the J ewish religion stand with respect to some 
offices of importance held under the Crown, It is well known 
to your lordships that there is no objection to a person protess. 
ing the Jewish religion being placed in the commission of the 
peace for a county in this kingdom. He may hold the import. 
ant and very responsible office of a county magistrate, and 
there are many recent instances in which appointments of that 
description have been made; I allude particularly to Sir Moses 
Montefiore, who is at present a Justice of the peace for the 
Cinque Ports. He is also a magistrate for the county of Kent, 
and within a very short period, the noble marquis, the Lord. 
Lieutenant of the county of Middlesex, a triend of mine 
recommended that his name should be inserted in the commis. 
sion of the peace for that county, and it was inserted accord. 
ingly. But that, my lords, is not a solitary exception. Mr. 
Salomons several years ago, during the time the noble lord 
near me held the office of. principal Ministet of the Crown, was 
placed in the commission of the peace for the county of Surrey, 
and he has since been placed in the commission of the peace 
for the county of Kent. Another gentleman, named Lousaida, 
a most respectable person, is a magistrate for the county of 
Devon; and a gentleman named Cohen, also of the Jewish 
persuasion, is a magistrate for the county of Sussex. Now, 
my lords, I never have heard any complaint of those appoint- 
ments, ‘They have been generally approved of. I never have 
heard that any of those individuals have misconducted them- 
selves in the discharge of the duties of those responsible offices; 
on the contrary, I believe they have conducted themselves 
with perfect propriety, and that every person has approved of 
those appointments. But it is not merely to the commission 
of the peace that persons of the Jewish religion are confined. 
They may hold the office of deputy-lieutenant in the different 
counties of this kingdom. Mr. Salomons is deputy-lieutenant 
of one of the counties. One of the Messrs. Rothschild is also 
deputy-lieutenant of another of the counties. Nay, more, my 
lords, by Parliamentary sanction and authority persons of the 
Jewish religion are eligible to the office of high sheriff in the 
different counties. They are not only eligible to that office 
and capable of being appointed to it, they are bound to dis. 
charge the duties when appointed ; and, coming to corporate 
offices of a similar nature, persons of the Jewish religion are 
liable to be appointed to be sheriffs of the city of London; and 
if they refuse to accept the office they are also liable, according 


| to the charter of the city, to a very heavy pecuniary penalty. 


Now, we all know that the appointment of sheriff of the city o! 
London is a stepping-stone—a passport—to the situation of 
alderman, when it becomes vacant; that if a person conducts 
himself with propriety as sheriff, and in a manner that 1s salis- 
seid to the citizens of London,—if he wins their esteem and 
regard by the manner in which he has discharged the duties ol 
his office, these things are all taken by them into consideration, 
and have an influence and effect in favour of the candidate 


* A subsequent correction of this report, in the Times (after re. 
was in type), explains that the petition was from Sir I. L. Go < 
Moses Mocatta, Esq., and the three Wardens of the Burton-strect ull 
gregation,—not in of the dill, but asserting the claim 
measure of relief from all disabilities. An editorial leader in the r . are 
Chronicle of Tuesday last, and another in the Times of eel 
well worthy of perusal, for they may fairly be held to represent lyes to 
ings with which practieal statesmen, on both sides, apply themse 


the question raised by this bill, and its inevitable sequences. 


| 
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ho has served the office. These things are taken into account 
by the person who aspires to that office. Now, my lords, the 
yestion is, will you impose upon a person a responsible and 
burdensome office—an office which usually leads to others as a 
reward of service and an evidence of good conduct,—will you 
compel him to accept the preliminary office, and at the same 
time exclude him from that which he looks forward to as his 
reward for good conduct in it? I am sure, my lords, you will 
see that nothing could be more unjust than such proceedings, 
nothing more impolitic—for nothing can be more politically 
ynwise than to diminish the motives of individuals to the due 
discharge of the duties of an important and responsible office. 
But not only is the exclusion unjust in itself. the manner in 
which it is effected is equally censurable. In what manner 
is it done? A gentlemen has conducted himself so well in 
the office of sheriff as to have gained the esteem and appro- 
hation of his fellow-citizens. The office of alderman becomes 
vacant; he becomes a candidate; he is elected unanimously 
by his fellow-citizens as a reward for his past conduct. Having 
been thus elected, he goes to the mayor and aldermen to be 
admitted into his office, and he offers to take the oaths required 
by the law. ‘The answer is, ‘* You must, in addition to taking 
the oaths, make and subscribe a declaration according to the 
provisions of the 9th George IV., which requires that you will 
not use the privileges and influence acquired by this office in 
any way that will be detrimental to the Protestant religion and 
the Protestant church.” All this he says he is willing to do 
under the sanction of his oath; but then he is further told that 
he must subscribe this declaration ** on the true faith of a 
Christian.” ‘* On the true faith of a Christian?” he replies; 
“ you know it is impossible that I can subscribe it with such a 
clause. You know that it would be a mockery for me to do so, 
and that doing it would not in my conscience add in the 
slightest degree to the obligation of the declaration.” My 
lords, it is a mockery. If it were now attempted to exclude 
these persons from corporate or other offices by direct legisla- 
tion in this house, that attempt would not succeed. Let us 
suppose the attempt made to introduce a bill for the purpose. 
Here is an individual filling, under the authority of the Crown, 
the office of magistrate of a county, who is capable of holding 
the office of deputy-lieutenant of a county, who is capable of 
being elected to, and is bound to serve the office of high sheriff 
of a county, who has been educated in the city of London, has 
been brought up in commercial pursuits, and is intimately 
acquainted with the local and general interests of the city of 
London; a gentleman thus situated, having also served the 
office of sheriff of the city of London, becomes a candidate 
for the office of alderman. Suppose a bill brought in spruces, 
that no person professing the Jewish religion should be electe 
to that or any other corporate office; would your lordships 
sanction such a measure? Is there any body of reasonable 
men who would sanction such a measure? Then, if you 
would not sanction it directly, I maintain that you will not 
do it when attempted by those circuitous means which have 
been adopted. If your lordships were aware of the nice 
distinction by which it is sought to be done, you would be 
surprised, It turns on the construction of certain words in the 
act. There was much learned argument upon the point in the 
Court of Queen’s Bench. The case was very learnedly argued 
bya noble and learned friend of mine who sits near me, in 
support of a person of great respectability who had been elected 
to the office of alderman. He tendered himself to the Court 
of Aldermen to be admitted, but they would not tender him 
€ oaths. Had they done so, then, according to the opinion 
of the Court of Queen’s Bench, he would have been duly 
mitted and installed in his office; and if he subsequently 
heglected to subscribe the declaration, he would be protected 
by the Act of Indemnity, which was passed for the purpose. 
If that decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench had been correct, 
t would have been unnecessary for me, my lords, to have 
rought in this bill. But the parties were dissatisfied with 
t decision; they brought it, by writ of error, before the 
chequer Chamber, and there the decision of the Court of 
een’s Bench was reversed. The Court thought it necessary 
at the declaration should be made at the time of admission, 
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and that the parties who had the authority to admit—that is to 
say, the Court of Aldermen—might prescribe the order in 
which the different proceedings should take place. They thought 
the election void. What is the inference from this state of 
things? Why, that the Mayor and the Court of Aldermen, 
who have had nothing whatever to do with the election, 
may in the first instance exclude a person to whom they are 
unfavourable, and afterwards, by altering the order of the 
proceedings, admit a person favoured by themselves. This 
state of things would in fact give them, contrary to the 
charter, a control over an election at which they have no 
vote, and with which they have no concern. I do not mean 
to say that this is absolutely the correct conclusion, but it is 
one that is acted on. It prevails throughout this country, 
though in many places persons of the Jewish persuasion do fill 
the office of aldermen. For instance, in the corporation of 
Birmingham; there the oaths are first taken, and the decla- 
ration is subscribed afterwards. The individual having taken 
the oaths is admitted, and if he neglects afterwards to sub- 
scribe the declaration the Act of Indemnity protects him. 
Therefore, at this moment there is an alderman 6f the Jewish 
religion in Birmingham. The same is the case at Portsmouth, 
at Southampton, and at other places.* Such, myNords, are the 
uncertainties on which the law depends. The object I have in 
view is to get rid of these anomalies, and to place the system on 
a clear footing, so that every man may know the ground he 
stands on, that there shall be no difficulty nor any difference 
between London and other corporations of this empire. The 
mode in which I propose to do this is well known. I propose 
that where a declaration is to be made by a person of the 
Jewish religion the words “‘ on the true faith of a Christian” 
shall be omitted. You have already done this in favour of the 
Quakers, the Moravians, the Independents, and the Separa- 
tists. In the case of all these, it being said that they could 
not sign the declaration without scruples of conscience, you 
decided that the words should be omitted. But then I am 
told that all these are different sects of Christians. But it 
is no novelty with regard to the Jews. In the first place, it 
was considered desirable that the Jews should not be excluded 
from the office of high sheriff. An act was therefore passed 
removing the difficulty that stood in the way. There are 
other cases. In times less liberal than these, when persons 
saw more dangers and entertained more chimerical appre- 
hensions than in the present day, an act of Parliament 
was applied in terms to persons professing the Jewish reli. 
gion. In the 10th of George I., the Act of Abjuration con. 
contained the words, “‘’on the true faith of a Christian, so help 
me, God.” It was afterwards considered that those words 
ought to be omitted when the oath was taken by Jews, and 
an enactment to that effect was made by the authority of 
Parliament. I admit that that was a temporary act, which 
has since expired, and there has not been any attempt to re- 
new it. But why? Because it would have been unneces- 
sary, in consequence of the operation of the Annual Indemnity 
Act. That act, therefore, although it has pi ory remains 
on the statute-book; and it sets an example which I am per- 
suaded you will now be disposed to follow. There is, how- 
ever, an act now in force with the same object—the 13th of 
George II., which enables foreign Protestants to be naturalized 
in our colonies. It was intended to apply to the Jews, but it 
was shown that it could not, because they would be required 
to sign the oath of abjuration. Therefore it was provided, 
that all persons of the Jewish persuasion desiring to obtain 
the benefit of the act should be able to sign the oath of abjura- 
tion, the words “ on the true faith of a Christian” being struck 
out. Now, my lords, have I made out a case for the measure 
which I have submitted to your consideration ? I have thought 
it right to rest it on these limited grounds. There may be 
some who will think that I have taken too narrow and con- 
tracted a range. I have done it designedly, I am anxious 
that this measure should pass. The members of Her Majesty’s 
Government share in that wish; and, therefore, we have not 
rested this measure on any great views of general policy, which 


* His Lordship was in error, these gentlemen are only Town-councillors, 
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might admit of doubt, and in the discussion of which the par- 
tictilar measure might be forgotten and lost. As itis on these 
grounds that I  edowamed rest this measure, I do not, of course, 
enter into any detail as to the course pursued in foreign coun- 
tries with respect to this subject. I say nothing as to what 
takes place in France, in Belgium, in the United States, and, 
above all, in Holland, where, without any restriction, during a 
great number of years, persons of the Jewish religion have 
been admitted to high offices, and no inconvenience has re- 
sulted from the measure, which has met with the general con- 
currence of persons of liberal and enlightened minds. A less 
liberal policy prevails in the Austrian states and in Germany, 
but there also they are beginning to relax in their rigour. 
Prussia has set the example to the German states. There per- 
sons of the Jewish religion are admitted to the schools and the 
universities, where they read lectures and take degrees. The 
most admirable consequences have resulted from this proceed- 
ing, for some of the most learned men im those universities— 
those who have most distinguished themselves in literature and 
science, are among those aipaee As a proof of the good 
effects produced in Prussia by this liberty aflorded to the Jews, 
I will read a passage from a letter addressed to me, In answer 
to one from myself making inquiries on the subject, by one 
whose authority is such as to Jase his opinion above all con- 
troversy. He says,—‘‘ The civil disabilities have been re- 
moved in Prussia earlier than in any of the other German states. 


This, and the admission to the schools, have had the effect of 


showing the superiority of the race in intellectual activity and 
power. Jews, converted and unconverted, hold the highest 
places in civil life, and those who occupy eminent places are 
greatly out of proportion, in point of numbers, if we compare 
their numbers with the rest of the population.” This confirms, 
my lords, -what I said of the results that have followed else- 
where to literature and science from the removal of these dis- 
abilities; and I urge these things in order to answer the ob- 
jections started by vulgar minds, who first degrade the objects 
of their dislike by civil restrictions, and then urge that degra- 
dation as arguments for the continuance of those restrictions. 
I think, my lords, I have said enough to induce you to pass 
this measure, and agree to the second reading. But before | 
sit down, I beg to state to your lordships that in considering 
this subject I have had occasion to review some old acts of 
Parliament which bear upon it, and I have ia consequence felt 
it my duty to direct the attention of the Criminal Law Com- 
missioners to those acts, that they may be included in the 
general inquiry which is now being instituted by them. Among 
others, there is one act passed in the reign of Edward I., and 
entitled De Judaismo, where the inhabitants of the particular 
parts of cities which were termed ‘* the Jewries”’ are required 
to wear on their outer garments a badge indicating the religion 
they belong to. I think, my lords, that you will agree with 
me, that such laws as these ought no longer to disgrace our 
statute-book, and that I have done rightly in recommending 
them to the attention of the Criminal Law Commissioners.’ 


The debate, if it can be so called; which followed, exhibited 
the certainty of the bill passing without opposition. The 
Bishop of London said, that although on former occasions he 
had opposed bills similar to the present, it was not his inten- 
tion to offer any opposition to this measure, because he felt that 
such opposition would only excite angry feelings, and lessen the 
value of the boon they were about to confer on this respectable 
body of men. He would not, however, consider himself pre- 
cluded from opposing the admission of Jews into Parliament. 
_ Lord Colchester would be opposed also to their being admitted 
privy councillors.—Lord Redesdale alluded to the fact that the 

ill of 1841 had appeared to him more comprehensive than the 
present one.— The Marquis of Lansdowne and Lords Brough- 
am and Campbell warmly advocated the measure. The Mar- 
quis declared that he recognized no principle of exclusion, ex- 
cept when exclusion could be shewn to be necessary to the 
public safety. He commended the policy of confining the 
scope of this bill to the objects alluded to by the Lord Chan- 
cellor. Lord Brougham, in still stronger terms, expressed his 


satisfaction that the adoption of this wholesome 
been secured against dissent by so judicious and exped 
policy. With his usual eloquence he exposed th 
and injustice of all existing disqualifications of the 
hoped that the present generation would see the 
more liberal measure would be extended to that people, 

willingly took this opportunity of recording his sense of the 
charitable and munificent conduct of that respectable class t, 
which the present bill referred. Whenever any aid was ro. 
quired from their ample resoureces—from their charitable ang 
enlightened industry, in wise and usefy] objects 
without regard to sect, and when their own sect was not to pro. 
fit by their exertions, but when Christians were to be gainers 
there never was observable on their part any tendency to mak, 
invidious distinctions. ‘Their purse was open, and their hands 
were ever ready to work, without regard as to who it wag thai 
was to profit by their good work. He never saw them thy 
acting without feeling a degree of shame, he might say of eop. 
trition, to press on his spirit, when he reflected on the retyry 
that Christians made them, doing evil that good might come. 
contrary to their own faith and morality, by keeping them out of 
he would not say their privileges (for that looked like favour). 
but the strict rights to which they were entitled as fellow-cit). 
zens and loyal subjects of the crown.— Lord Campbell expressed 
regret that his former efforts in this wholesome direction had 
been defeated in that house. He rejoiced, however, in what he 
had been permitted to effect, and still more at the certain suc. 
cess of the present bill. He expressed his equal satisfaction at 
the change which, in the course of a few years, had taken place 
in the conduct of those now at the head of the government. 
He hoped the present bill was only an instalment of what was 
due to the Jews; and that in the ensuing session of parliament 
the Lord Chancellor would come down with a still more com- 
prehensive measure, and remove the anomaly that would stil! 
remain :—viz. that a Jew might be Lord Mayor, preside over 
the Criminal Court in beekon, take precedence of the Lord 
Chancellor himself if he attended, sit in judgment on Christians 
—and yet not be allowed to represent his fellow-citizens in 
parliament. 
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lent a 
absurdity 
Jews, and 
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Religious Meditations suggested by the Haftorahs. 


No. 13. Tue Durizs AND INTERESTS OF PARENTS. 
naw | Kings, vu. 51—vii. 21. 


The completion by Solomon of the great and glorious temple 
which his father had designed, was blessed of God, and 
found favour in His sight ;—favour not only for the immediate 
agent by whom the holy work was accomplished, but also for 
the anointed David, in whose heart it had been to erect the 
building, although he was not privileged to consummate the 
work. Thus also we see how it was in later times, when the 
luxury of the wise king had betrayed him into folly, that the full 
measure of outward retribution in this life was not dealt to him, 
for the sake of his father David. So is it at our own day, 
when the virtuous resolve of the parent is accomplished by the 
son, in whom, as it were, he will live again on earth, the 
good deeds of the son reflecting honour and blessing upon the 
parent's memory. Let the father, then, in the hey-day ot his 
career, in the scramble for wealth, the struggle for power, and 
the sacrifice for station, remember for whom it is he hoards, 
for whom he tramples on the weak, and for whom he toils 
upward to the giddy height. Let the Jewish parent who rm 
been, according to the phrase, ‘* successful in life,” ponde? 
well the provision he has made for his successor, and reflect 
how he fins qualified him to use and enjoy that gutter . 
what is likely to be the credit thereby reflected back upon on 
own memory in the eyes of men, and—which is of immeasure J 
greater consequence—what account he shall render in the s!g 7 
of God, of the manner in which he has discharged these — 
responsibilities of his parentage. We will consider these po" 

Ist. The nature of the provision, In the ordinary accept ble 
of “ real and personal estate,” landed possessions and move 


| 
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| 
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wealth are signified ; and surely there are few whose career is 
verging to, its close, but must feel how little the mere possession 
of property has either contributed towards their happiness, or 
aided to preserve their virtue. No sane man will believe that 
wide domains are the most ‘‘ real ” endowment with which he 
should wish to invest the son of his affections ; nor that transport- 
able wealth is that “‘ personal” property—either 1n itself inalien- 
able, or in its possession intuitive of safe use and true enjoyment 
_which every father must desire for his child. 

9nd. The pce mag to use and enjoy. It must be admitted, 
that the climbing fronr a lower station in the social scale, and 
the progressive attainment of those higher and still higher—the 
starting from an inferior rank, and the distancing of successive 
competitors for the world’s admiration—have their zest in the 
career, their triumph at the goal. But without staying to 
examine the one, or to weigh the other, as an isolated motive 
for action, or end of pursuit—disassociated from less hazardous 
and fleeting considerations—we must see that it is the acquired 
station of the father,-which is the new starting point of bis son. 
Whatever of zest or of triumph have pertained to the parental 
career, the new generation neither knows nor feels; for it has 
been taught to grace the upper grade, not trained to win 
it, The hardy plant, which oe sprung up amid the trials 
of an early spring, can resist an untimely frost in its maturer 
progress; while the more tender growth of a warmer sky, pines 
or Bourn, if the temperature be no more than constant. Let 


not the father dream, because it was his lot to win and wear. 
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worldly success, that therefore his son can be even conscious of | 
wearing what he could not have the chance to win; but let 


the father rather strive to leave his son that consciousness of 
possessing advantages which arises out of opportunities for their 
right exercise. 


distinct merits, their separate enjoyments, aud their relative 
responsibilities, The father who labours that his son shall be 
able and willing to prove a benefactor, or even a good example 
to his species, has the merit of whatever success his son shall 


attain; the achievements of the child are the monument of his | 


arent’s design, and the All-wise and All-beneficent Judge, who 
Lasweth the heart and proveth the reins, vouchsafes to 
recognize and accept the mere intention, although the pious 
parent have not the opportunity to accomplish it during life. 
3rd. The credit reflected by the virtues of the son upon his 
father’s memory. Few men are insensible to the world’s good 
ten and, with proper restrictions, none ought to be. The 
abbis taught in the Mishna, ‘‘ In whomsoever the spirit of 
God's creatures findeth pleasure, in them doth the Holy spirit 
find pleasure ;” for it is the happiness of creation which is the 
beneficent design of the Creator, and we are ourselves blessed, 
in proportion as we: fit ourselves to be instrumental to the 
dissemination of His blessing. ‘Thus do we find that our 
ancestors of holy memory, in every period of sacred history, 
aspired not only to be worthy themselves, but to peretnete 
their worth in a numerous progeny; and the highest good 
invoked by one for the other, as well as that vouchsafed in the 
Divine promise to all, nationally, was—a multiplied seed, ren- 
dered “a blessing to all the families of the earth.” What 
parent, then, worthy the title, can be unmindful of his future 
fame, as dependent on the character of his son ? 
4th. The account to be rendered hereafter as to the respon- 
sibility. The child given by Providence, isa trust reposed in 
the arent, to become a good or an evil, as that parent shall 


disc arge the duties imposed by the trust. If wea mit the free 


agency of man, and his consequent responsibility for his own 
acts; if there be sins of omission, as well as of commission ; if 
opportunities be given us to improve, and we are to be judged 
according to our opportunities, then surely, for the natural 
influence which the parent exercises or ought to exercise, he is 
‘¢countable to the highest tribunal. The wise man is account- 
able for his influence over the less wise ; and the man of power, 
be it in station, wealth, or otherwise, is accountable for his 
influence over subordinates :—shall not the parent, then, be held 
accountable for the due training of the child, his dependant 


‘nd subordinate in all ‘these particulars? Much more so is it 


It is the destiny of one generation to gather 
up, of another to apply what is gathered; both have their 
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when he bequeaths the elements of power, the means of 
influence, the ready instruments. of good or evil. Ye Jewish 
parents, offshoots of a pious stock! is it enough that you 
individually perform the offices of the synagogue, observe also 
the requirements. of the law in your homes, and recommend 
your children to follow the example? Ask yourselves, will they 
do so when you shall have passed away? Attempt not to 
deceive yourselves ; your Omniscient Judge cannot be deceived. 
Say not that you are unable to anticipate the answer correctly : 
either you have not honestly canned to qualify yourselves to 
resolve the question, or you have exposed your children to 
influences which have made them hypocrites. If, in strivin 
to elevate your families in the social scale, you have stoorseben, | 
to supply those additional safeguards rendered necessary by 
increased temptations ;—if you have ministered toyour children’s 
vanity, and courted for them the society of the prosperous, 
rather than the communion of the good ;—if you have either 
proved, or neglected to prove, the insufficiency of the means 
already provided for sustaining their interest in the ancient 
faith and practice of Israel, and have not adequately striven to 
supply the deficiency ;—if you are guilty in any of these parti- 
culars, how will you answer it at that dread tribunal to which 
you are hastening? What will avail your own munificence, if 
your heirs practise not charity in the proper sense of ppyy? 
What will profit your personal scrupulousness for the minutiz 
of the law, if you have not obeyed the command 41935 ons 
(** Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children”’)? You. 
are heritors in trust of the covenant of your God; and what will 
avail your own watchfulness, if those with whom you are 
immediately associated, heed not the magnitude and consequence 
of the charge which must devolve upon them? What will profit 
the tradition of that which God has wrought for Israel, if, 
when the day cometh, your son’s sun shall fail even to ask— 
‘* what meaneth it?” What avails the testimony which your 
own unmixed descent bears to the truth of revelation, if your 
descendants shall wed the daughter of the stranger? In short 
what is the value of your own zeal for Judaism, with its hal- 
lowed associations in the past, and its glorious vocation in the 
future, if your own children glow not at the one, hope not for 
the other, but incline towards that too prevalent indifferent- 
ism, whose progress is infidelity, whose end is apostacy ? 

Ye Jewish parents! let not the sinful consequences of your 
neglect be visited either upon the third or —_ the fourth 
generation ; but strive rather to bring down the ton, § kindness 
which extends to the thousandth. Would you keep your 
children faithful to their God, and _ live again in their virtues ?— 
then design some great and glorious work, endow them with 
the means, and bequeath to them the duty and the privilege of 
consummating it. Thus was it with the chosen servant of our 
God, even with David ; (may his rule be speedily re-established 
in his seed!) and even as the wise Solomon was ——— to 
complete the Temple which his father had designed, and which 
the God of Israel vouchsafed to fill with His glory, so may 
yout piety be renewed, and perpetuated, and your children also 


e able to exclaim :-— 
‘‘ May the Eternal our God be with us as He was with our fathers . . . 


that all peoples of the earth may know that the Eternal, He is God, 
there is none other.” : 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr. Adler has received his congé from the Hanoverian 
government, in the following-terms. The reporter of the fact 
to the German papers, erroneously calls the Rev. Rabbi a native 
of Frankfort, whereas he was born in the city of Hanover. 

‘‘ We are authorized to give to Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler, the 
required official discharge, from the Midsummer of the current 
year. Weare commissioned to bear testimony to the especial 
satisfaction of the Minister of the Interior, with Dr. A.’s con- 
duct in his distinguished office. Much as we regret to be de- 
prived of his services here; it névertheless' rejoices us that so. 


exemplary and praiseworthy an‘ official Cousae’’ should have 
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Jews in Great Britain, a distinction for which his many years 
experience of a laborious and difficult service have eminently 
qualified him.” 

Hanover, Jan. 31, 1845. Von DACHENHAUSEN, 


Royal High Sheriff of Hanover. 


Jews’ Infant School.—The claims put forth on behalf of this 
excellent institution, in the printed appeal recently circulated or 
about to be circulated, by the committee, are so clearly stated 
and so ably advocated, that we venture to recommend them with 
confidence to the sympathy of our readers of all denominations. 
The experiment of collecting 200 infants of the poorest classes, 
from the ages of two to six years, training them in habits of 
order and cleanliness, imparting to them the rudiments of 
useful knowledge, and inspiring them with a reverence for God 
and virtue, has been crowned with signal success. ‘The doors 
of the temporary school are assailed by numberless claimants 
for a participation of the like advantages—and there is no room 
for them. Shall the Committee appeal in vain? If itis a duty 
te improve and assist those whom the dispensations of Provi- 
dence have made dependent, then the strongest claim is put 
forth by the most helpless, the most susceptible of right 
impressions. If the preventive be better than the remedial 
process, then to supply the rising community with a religiously, 
morally, and usefully trained population, is at once the best pro- 
vision for society, and the most effective means of warding off 
a national reproach. Conversion-seeking schools spread their 
pit-falls for our infant poor on all sides ;—it is the imperative 
duty of the Jews to supersede them. ‘“ Friends of God’s 
people,”’ avow the desire honestly to aid our efforts to ameliorate 
the condition of our poor and ignorant ;—let them abandon their 
snares; let them send their tribute—to the institution above 


advocated, and it shall be regarded mb$pb xb) monad—“‘ as a 
blessing and not as a curse.’’—Contributions will be received 


at the Office of the Voice of Jacob. 


Catechisms, and Religious Discipline in Public Jewish 
Schools.—Much confusion will be avoided, and many appre- 
hensions set at rest, by the formal adoption, in all our charity 
schools, of some such law as the following. We are prepared 
with special as well as general evidence of the occasion for such 
a measure; but, having waited until the period and the circum- 
stances could divest the proposition of any other character than 
one of broad principle and general expediency, it is hoped that 
the mere enunciation of so salutary and reasonable a law will 
suffice for its adoption. 

** The course of religious instruction adopted in the school, 
and all matters and regulations having reference to religious 
principles, shall always be deemed wdliest to the approval of 
the Chief Rabbi, for the time being, of the uniting synagogues.” 


The Bevis-Marks Congregation, in a full meeting of rate- 
payers, has, by an almost unanimous vote, reversed the hasty 
resolution which placed that body at issue with the Board of 
Elders, (vide a note in No. 96.) We have much pleasure in 
recording a conclusion so very honorable to the pele sense and 
forbearance of the rate-payers; and we cannot doubt that the 
Elders will meet, in the same spirit, so important a concession 
for the sake of the peace and welfare of this ancient community. 


On Dits,—The second shipment of supplies to Mogador, 
had been telegraphed off that port, at date of last advices. A 
suitable address from the London Relief Committee to the 
Emperor, was about to be presented through the British Consul 
General.——-Sir Moses Montefiore, as High Sheriff for Kent, 
was presented at the recent levee, by Sir James Graham; he 
is now in Official attendance on the judges of assize at Maid- 
stone. 

SECESSION AND RETROCESSION.—Every indication, 


on.the part of the Secession Congregation, of practical desire for 


restored relations with the orthodox Synagogue, has always been 
noted by us with satisfaction ; still more so, whenever it has been. 
openly maintained, on behalf of the seceders, that they never 
- even designed to deviate to the extent to which they were 
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been recognized in his call to the post of Chief Rabbi of the | 


suspected of verging, at the period when they we 

stood to assert their of Rabbinical 
at least their absolute right and intention to submit to it onl 
so far as they might from time to time think proper and ey... 
dient. The last number of the Occident contains some shee: 
vations of Mr. Elkin’s (a secession member), which, because th " 
will contribute to the satisfaction above alluded to, we notie. 
here. 

After regretting that the Editor of the Occident had 
it eg to decline the insertion of one of his (Mr. E.'s) letters 
(which, however, in the vain hope to satisfy that gentlemar 
of the reasonable latitude that we could afford to views Opposed 
to our own, was even then admitted for publication in the 
Voice of Jacob,) Mr. E, justifies the agitation produced by the 
Burton Street movement, on the very intelligible principle, that 
wholesome agitation is preferable to deadening repose. [Ho 
then vindicates the motives of the founders of the new establish. 
ment, and denies that any abstract love of reform has actuated 
them; and he claims for their efforts, the conversion of man 
from a desecration of the sabbath. He exults in their hayip 
preserved the sacred language from even the desire to abolish ;: 
from the liturgy, and in the having provided an opportunity 
for systematic instruction from the pulpit. To all these claims, 
as thus stated, we will not offer a word of disparagement. He 
then declares, that not a single alteration has been made since 
their synagogue was established, (in January 1842), nay, that 
there ‘* does not exist any ¢rtention of making any”; but, on 
the contrary, that their “ reform, humanly speaking, may be said 
to be final.” —Final! Mr. Elkin is doubtless sincere, and there. 
fore thinks what he professes—notwithstanding that the system 
was devised bya small knot of (forthis purpose) unlearned laymen, 
by whom certain points, which he himself deems of the gravest 
import, were settled by narrow majorities;—that the effort, 
despite the assumed finality, has been made in the congregation 
to re-open settled points ;—that some members still freely avow 
their respective views in advance of this finality ;—and—but we 
will not unnecessarily multiply proofs, that, apart from the 
question of the legality of what has been already done, the 
Burton Street Congregation have not yet even offered any 
guarantee against the admission of principles which might 
become fatal to the Jewish church in its unity and integrity. 
Mr. Elkin and his literary auxiliaries are prone to evade the dis- 
cussion of principles, and to divert the popular mind by 
discursive controversies on matters of mere detail; a method 
of proceeding which, notwithstanding B. E., J. R. P., and other 
writers dissent from our opinion, we yet beg leave to repeat is, 
to a certain extent, “ profitless’—to the same extent that 
elaborate disquisitions, or even smart essays, on intricate and 
complicated legal questions, only resolvable by an invested 
tribunal, are profitless in our daily journals. What would be 
apres should even the best arguments of the best authorities 

e shewn incapable to demonstrate, by proof, the divine insti- 
tution of the duplicate festivals? Abstractedly considered, 
those who hold the institution obligatory, would still have the 
right, in a free country, to repudiate fellowship with others 
who teach the contrary; even as these latter would have the 
right (and we are prepared to shew that it would be exercised 
in the reverse position) to repudiate those who insist on 4 
duplication of the festivals and new moons. Again, suppose 
it proved to demonstration, that a certain abridgment of our 
prayer book contains nothing objectionable,—why the same 
might be maintained of Mamonides’ creed, if reduced one- 
half; the necessity is, to establish that what are essential and 
obligatory formule have been retained, notwithstanding ; and 
neither we nor the readers of our fortnightly miscellany, though 
even competent to form an opinion on the subject, could by 
possibility be trusted with the power of deciding wor 
question. We must bring these remarks to a close, and we 0° 
80 with the following extract from Mr. Elkins 
letter, dated 10th September last:— | 


‘IT am truly happy to say, that there does not exist any thing ine 
same acerbity of feeling as rosa at first, and were Sir Moses Mont af? 
inclined to undertake the god-like task, we might again ‘ live safest: 
hallowed bonds which make Israel one ;’ but the magnanimity of con 
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ing error is & virtue rarely practised, and Sir Moses would have to confess 
orror to render his mediatorial efforts of use. I should have greater hopes 
in the impartial administration of the gentleman who is to succeed the 
late Rabbi, did [ not fear the influence of men who will attempt to poison 
his mind against the Secession Congregation. I confess that I 
see difficulties in the way of pacification; but before we were persecuted, 
every member of our community, for the sake of preserving the blessing 
of peace, would have made some | Sacrifice, and been satisfied with a 
-maller measure of reform. 

It is due to remind our readers, that Mr. Elkin claims to 
express his own convictions and desires, and not to represent 
his congregation. But as he is its most active member, and 
the only one who speaks ont through the press, we have no 
alternative but to consider him a fair exponent of the spirit 
which rules in Burton Street, or else to regard him as at issue 
with his coadjutors, and, on principle, disposed to secede from 
the seceders—a position certainly fatal to “* finality.”” Mr. Elkin, 
as we find, advertises his intention to publish “ A History of 
the Civil and Religious Injuries inflicted on the Burton Street 
Congregation.” Surely, a temperate memorial to Dr. Adler would 
have its legitimate effect, and serve, perhaps, to counteract the 
adverse ** influence” which Mr, E. dreads; while a well-spiced 
chapter of grievances, in cheap print, ad captandum vulgus, 
would certainly prove more of a fire-brand than an olive-branch. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Extraordinary Misrepresentation.—W e have received letters 
from Messrs. B. M. Adler * and L. H. Loewenstein, of Frankfort, 
enclosing, and calling our attention to, an extract from No. 9 ofa 
journal entitled ‘* Dex Israelit des 19 Jahrhunderts,” published 
at Frankfort on the 2nd March. The extract alluded to is 
headed ‘“* London, February—The Voice of Jacob,” and it 
being thence assumed to be a transcript from our columns, we 
are called upon to insert a denial of its statements. We 
have one expressive answer ;—it is a fabrication throughout! 
The only one of our February issues which contained reference 
to Dr. Adler, was that dated 14th February, in which was 
published a translation of his formal letter accepting the office, 


preceded by a paragraph from the official notification of his | 


appointment, sent from London. Our own remarks, appended 
thereto, were merely explanatory of two clauses in the protocol 
of union under which the English congregations had originally 
combined—for submission to the Chief Rabbi, elected by the 
majority. There is not a single passage in that, or in any other 
number of the Voice of Jacob, which could have furnished 
materials for any of the false statements in the Jsraelit ;—on the 
contrary, as may be verified seriatim. 

Ist. It is pretended that ‘‘ only 134 persons voted out of 
many thousands.” The official returns, it is true, gave only the 
aggregate votes; but the Voice of Jacob, No. 91, and vol. il. 
p. 121, contained a clear explanation that these votes repre- 
sented merely the ratio of the influence which the several 
congregations had agreed to exercise in the aggregate or 
ultimate election. 

2nd. Charges of intrigues, undue influence, and present dis- 
content, have had no support in our columns—vide especially 
our Nos. 91 and 92. 

3rd. We are represented as saying that Dr. A. is no preacher; 
that he is a southern German, and therefore not likely to 
speak English correctly; and moreover, we are made to wind 
up with the insolent comment that “ after all he is good 
enough for the English.”—See our true opinions of Dr. A. in 
Nos, 83 and 92. | 

It is impossible for us to believe that Dr. Hess, the Editor of 
the Israelit, can be otherwise a party to the fraudulent mis- 
representation of our statements and opinions, than as having 
too credulously received and published the fabrication. If he 

ow his correspondent, he can certainly not shrink from the | 
duty to expose him; but if, as is more likely, he do not, then 

ere is another instance of the unreasonable facility which 
German Editors accord to anonymous or irresponsible assail- 
ants, ina manner seriously to compromise their own charac- 
‘er and standing. It is marvellously strange, that while we 
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of the Anglo-Jewish press spare no expense or trouble to pro- 
cure the publications of our German, French, and Trans- 
Atlantic contemporaries ; and while the two latter classes also 
make efforts to prevent the deception of their readers by in- 
accurate information; the columns of some of our German 
contemporaries, after a system derogatory to their own high 
reputation, unjust to their readers, and doubly unjust to the 
English Jews and their press, are either altogether silent upon 
all that concerns us, or, what is infinitely worse, they lend their 
columns for the propagation of cowardly misrepresentations to 
our disparagement. 


Jamaica.—A very serious imputation upon the religious 
consistency and pave uprightness of Jews, called to take 
oaths as jurors and witnesses in the Island courts, has appeared 
in print, under the warrant of the Rev. M. N. Nathan and 
Dr. Ashenheim, editors of a local periodical. We are pain- 
fully shocked at the charge, and we anxiously solicit authority 
—not individual but congregational—for declaring that the 
extent to which individuals, claiming to be members of the 
Synagogue, are accustomed to take the Christian oath in the 
Christian manner, has been seriously misapprehended; or at 
least, that such proceedings (and we do not trust ourselves to 
characterize them) have been already repudiated and discon- 
tinued. Spanish Town. We are truly happy to hear that 
the rev. minister of this synagogue, agreeably to what is due to 
his vocation and standing, has ceased to be in litigation with 
his former flock. We have already mentioned with pleasure 
the revival of religion under his present ministry, and, with the 
concurrence of those who are his best friends, we deem it most 
consonant with the peace and well-being of both communities, 
not to favour the re-opening of vexed questions in our columns. 
The same intimation has already been conveyed to the other 
side.—The Synagogue of Ashkenazim, in Kingston, has con- 
firmed the (at present only) small annual contribution to the 
fund for the maintenance of spiritual authority—for the guidance 
of the various synagogues in the British empire 


St. Thomas.—Much satisfaction prevails at the definitive 
engagement of the Rev. M. N. Nathan as minister of this 
synagogue, with a very liberal stipend, for a term of five years. 
A residence has been taken for him, and his arrival from 
Jamaica is looked for without delay. | 


Conflagration at Barbados.—We are indebted to the kind- 
ness of friends for some particulars of this awful visitation, on 
the 3rd February, at night. The fire originated through care- 
lessness, in the shop of a Mulatto huckster, situate under the 
residence of Mr. Isaac Lobo, a member of the Jewish commu- 
nity, of highly respectable standing: his large family is by the 
event deprived of every thing. Had the wind not veered 
round at the time, the quarter inhabited pee by the 
Jewish merchants must have fallen a prey to the flames ; as it 
was, several are either directly or indirectly severe sufferers ; 
for where the rate of insurance is two-and-a-quarter per cent 
per annum, very few insure at all. As on the last melancholy 
occasion, the synagogue engine was the first on the spot. A 
fourth part of the stove built section of Bridgetown is in ruins, 
and hundreds of families are houseless and destitute. The 
estimated loss is £400,000. 


The Russian Jews.—Another sudden and portentous change 
in the condition of the Jews in the Russian Empire is effected 
by a new regulation.—‘‘ St. Petersburgh, 14th Feb. The latest 
bulletin of laws issued by the Emperor of Russia contains a new 
regulation, which dissolves all laws hitherto existing, in refe- 
rence to the Jews of the empire. Whether they reside in towns 
or in the country, they shall submit to all recognised laws of 
the country. From these will be exempt:—1l. Those Jews 
living in or treveniing thread Riga, and the other towns of the 
Baltic provinces, with reference to their particular privileges— 
2. Those Jews reece in Siberia, for whom distinct laws and 
regulations do exist—3, Karaim (a sect of Jews, renowned for 
their strong adherence to the Mosaic faith, living in the southern 
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Russian provinces)—4. Those Jews pursuing agriculture, who 
have.got their own laws, After the introduction of these regula- 
tions, no. separate form of managing-laws, shall be permitted 
among the Jews in Russia. Their Kahals, (the congregation 
managing officers) shall all be dissolved, and the magistrates of 
the town, have to attend to their affairs, and are obliged to keep 
a register of. the Jews living under.their jurisdiction, in which 
separate entries, of all their trades are to be made. If a Jew 
make any change in his trade or of his place of residence, it 1s 
at once to be entered in the register, to enable the government 
at all times to obtain information regarding his occupation and 
place of residence. No taxes shall be levied on them besides 
those lawful and general ones, except approved of by the 
government.” 

The real scope and tendency of this sweeping measure is not 
apparent. If it be not a mere abolition of certain varied 
regulations (to which the Jews in different provinces bave 
hitherto been subject,) with a view to uniformity—considered 
as Jews—then the design is to assimilate them in every respect 
with other Russian subjects. Such a measure, although it 
be even kindly intended, appears to us to involve a revolution 
rather too sudden and too indiscriminate to be received as a_ 


blessing by the Kahals and their constituents. We anxiously 
wait their own report. 


American News,—The Governor of South Carolina, having 
appointed the first Thursday in last October for a day of 
General Thanksgiving, (in accordance with usage in the United 
States, ) chadedk in his proclamation an exhortation to pray also 
to the founder of Christianity. ‘The Israelites of Charleston 
expostulated at this inconsistent interpolation, precluding the 
synagogues, as they maintained, from participating with other 

enominations in an otherwise agreeable duty. It moreover 
appears that, on former occasions ithas been held sufficient to— 
_ Invite prayer to Almighty God; and that in one instance a 
former Governor, having interpolated some expression objec- 

tionable to the Jews, very handsomely withdrew and apologised 
for it, when his attention was called to the subject. In the 
recent case, nothing was withdrawn, no apology was made, and | 
the Jews (except that it was the sixth day of the Feast of. 
Tabernacles) took no part in the General Thanksgiving. Sub- 
sequently, the Jews called a meeting, passed some very stringent. 
resolutions, and addressed a formal letter of remonstrance to 
the Governor. ‘To this he has replied at length; and a copy 
of both documents, with a report of the Jewish meeting and 
the pertinent commentaries of our reverend contemporary of 
the Occident, are well worthy a perusal (in No. 22 of that 
magazine.) ‘The Governor naively confesses, that he is “ not a 
ae oe of religion, nor specially attached by education or 

abit to any particular denomination he disclaims having 
intended to offend or exclude the Jews, and asserts that his 
proclamation necessarily contained the objectionable expres- 
sions, because he was addressing a Christian community in a 
‘¢ Christian state’’ at their own request. On the other hand, 
it is insisted that the American constitution recognizes no 
‘“* Christian state,” and that all denominations have egual rights. 


and standing, so that one cannot and does not merely ¢olerate | 2nd 


the other. The whole controversy is interesting, and well 
deserves an attentive perusal.—A correspondent of the Occident, 
describes a visit to the ‘‘ Reformed” synagogue of Charleston, 
and minutely contrasts its service with that of the well ordered 
Sephardim synagogue in New York. In the former, the appetite : 
for change has had its full scope for years, and besides the 
family dissensions and the legal litigation which it has produced 
and still produces, some notion may be formed of what is the 
maturer growth of unauthorized innovations, from the account 
given of a sabbath “ in‘ Mr. Poznanski’s place of worship.” It. 
was almost empty; about halfthe congregation only chose to wear 
the Talith. 0 NIN and scarcely an Amen_ 
was audible. The Hebrew hymn on the return of the law to| 
the ark’ was. accompanied by the organ and “*a few feeble 
female voices.” To this followed an English prayer and hymn, 
and then the Musaph—amid signs of impatience, Next, two 


of Baltimore, has been elected a member of the Ro 


Hebrew hymns to the organ, and, lastly, the Priests’ blessing | 
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read by the Chazan in English! “ all cold and dulj,"— 
congregation is being formed at St. Louis, and that of Baltimore 
is building a mo synagogue.—A society has been formed in 
America, whose head quarters are in Philadelphia, and y 

object is the publication of a series. of works in a cheap form 
calculated to diffuse information on our religion. Their 
‘* Jewish Miscellany, No. 1,” is a reprint of ** Caleb Asher : 
from the Cheap Jewish Library. We congratulate the Editors 
of that excellent serial, on this extension of their sphere of 
usefulness.—An earnest address “* On the violation of th. 
Sabbath,” by the Rev. 5S. M. Isaacs, of New York, deseryes 
perusal and approbation. The success of that zealous ministe; 
under Providence, in converting many sabbath-breakers to coy. 
formity, is highly honourable to his ministry.—Dr. J. J. Cohen, 


yal Society 


hose 


of Northern Antiquaries at Copenhagen.—Occident 


Statistics (Official)—Breslau, during the year 1844:— 


Jews, Evangelists. Catholics, 


Of which illegitimate .. Pi :ci0 472 312 
Marriages: .. 49 776 316 
Deaths..... 149 2007 1105 
Dukedom of Baden— 
Population .......... 22609 415999 873849 
Accused of offences .. 71 §90 1439 
Do. per cent. .....+.. 3.23 31.36 69.4] 
Do. per cents: 0.9 33.0 66.1 


No female prisoners of the Jewish faith, 


MODIFICATIONS OF THE LITURGY. 


The uniformity which has so long been the distinguishing 
mark and pride of our scattered communities, is in no little 
danger from the deviations, insome places advocated, in others 
effected, in the synagogue liturgy. Thedeceased Rabbi Chorin, 
of Arad, in Hungary—as it appears froma memoir in the drch. 
Isr.—sanctioned several startling omissions. ‘The Rabbi Drey- 
fus, from whose papers in the Univers—on the present and future 
state of Jewish worship in France—we have previously quoted, 
has, in the January number of that journal, an essay on the 
necessity for trained preachers in all the synagogues. After 
some pertinent obseryations, on the efficacy of exhortations 
suitably framed, and fervidly. addressed from the pulpit, he 
makes the adinission that, as.the service is at present conducted, 
there is not sufficient time for the addition of a sermon. On 
ordinary Sabbaths, he proposes the saving of a half hour, by 
dispensing with the ordinary mode of disposing of the honors 
and offerings. But as that would not be sufficient on the 
Festivals, he suggests the consideration. of the legality of 
dividing the service into two parts: first, the proper sagen. 
service, read by the minister in simple and impressive style, an 
occupying about one hour; and then, two hours later, another 
service in the following order :—1st. Hymns sung by the chor, 
to appropriate special melodies, not variable at pleasure. 
. A sermon, to follow immediately upon the effect produced 
by the hymns. 3rd, The reading of the Zorah. 4th. The 
Musaph service. The learned Rabbi deals with the subject 
from a. Talmudic point of view, and anticipates the objections 
of those.who, unable to object to the legality of such alterations 
duly sanctioned in existing customs, might oppose them as 
inexpedient concessions. In this regard, he traces the con- 
sequences of. abstaining. from, adequate efforts to bring the 
manner and opportunities of divine worship, into harmony with 
the feelings of those, whom it. is a duty, to draw within 1's 
influence. But here, are his own. words. 

‘I appeal in the first, instance, because of those who, under 
the existing order, of things, do not come into the synagogue 
all the year—and,.they are.indeed many in, the larger cilies. 
As to these, there is nothing, to be. Jost; but much to be gained, 
for they will.at least more frequently attend a service which is 
accordance with. their-wishes.. By and by, when they shal 
be habituated to come and give us their attention, be It 07 


| 
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(the preachers’) office, to convince them of the necessity of 
prayer. As to the sincerely orthodox, if they are truly ani- 
ated by the religious sentiment, the first principle of which 
‘; a love of their neighbours, they must desire, as ardently as 
the Rabbins themselves, to smoothen the path for effecting the 
conversion of their erring brethren; especially as it does not in- 
volye any violence either to their usages, or to their religious con- 
victions. As to the extreme party, systematically hostile, it would 
be trouble lost to hope ever to content them. If the Rabbinical 
body shall have decided that the alteration is not contrary to 
the spirit of the law, no one can have anything to say, and the 
results would be indeed important.” 

Under the same head, we may notice some sketches in the 
Zit. des Jud., on the age of the Jewish prayers, by a candi- 
date for the Rabbinical office, The interrupted communications 
with Germany, (on account of the frost,) leave us without part 
of the series; and we can, therefore, only remark here, that 


jortions are traced up respectively as far back as Ezra, the 


Men of the Great Synagogue, and the authorities of the Talmud. 
Other portions are proved to be Cabbalistic, and others com- 
paratively modern, All these enquiries are necessarily in- 
teresting, especially at this juncture, when the popular belief 
in the inviolability of the existing liturgy has been so much 
shaken, Notwithstanding all this, the dispassionate and prudent 
enquirer, even though he were conscious that a prima facie 
case had been made out against the complete fitness of existing 
arrangements, would still shrink from the presumption which, 
uncalled, and unwarranted, couid prompt a remodelling of the 
liturgy according to varying tastes, and the sympathetic influence 
of neighbouring -fashions. The French Rabbi Dreyfus, is 
certainly safer in his views, when, although a learned, a pious, 
and an ordained functionary, he asksa concurrence of his spiritual 
brethren for the consideration of his propositions. The mis- 
fortune, in the case of last year’s meeting of German Rabbis, 
consisted in the designed absence of those known as Orthodox 
functionaries. Our regret and our misgivings at this, were 
expressed at the time. It is now the perhaps natural tendency 
of the Orthodox public, to pick holes in the policy and proceed- 
ings of those to whom the field was then abandoned ; but, though 
we can imagine good cause shewn for the apparently concerted 
absence of the conservative Rabbis, it would be more satisfactory 
to hear them explain and justify what is of far more consequence 
than their absence on that occasion,—viz., their apparent failure 
to promote a systematic intercommunion amongst themselves. 
Let us, instead of attempting to canvass so large and important 
a question at the end of this article, ask each other,—whether 
there are not indications that Dr. Adler,-on his arrival here, 
will be called upon to determine certain liturgical points held 
in abeyance meanwhile; and also—however energetie and 
decisive his flock may hope to find him—whether they cannot 
imagine him likely to act with more confidence in himself, and 
able to claim more confidence from others, if he were known to 
be in communication with other conservative Rabbis, who either 
have been already, or who are certain to be at no distant day, 
placed in precisely similar circumstances ?—Shall the move- 
ment—or, according to some, the innovating party—be the only 
one to take counsel of each other, and to employ the union 
which is strength ? 


Clerical Defamation of the Jewish Character.—Our attention 
has been called to a most insulting attack upon us, as a people, 
ina speech of the Rev. Francis Close, at Cheltenham, reported 
i the Cheltenham Examiner, 26th February, the opportunity 
tor which was afforded by an auxiliary meeting of the London 
Operative Jewish Converts’ Institution.”” The reverend calum- 
nator of the absent, as it appears, has met with the usual 
ungrateful return from some foreign outcasts professing Judaism, 
whom his own ‘ temporal relief” had suborned to baptism, 
and an abjuration of their old creed. The readers of the 
ace of Jacob will remember our passing allusion to a most 
agrant outrage upon Mr. Close, by an apostate of his own pro- 
ucing ; and that we forebore to dwell further upon the painful 
subject than to give expression to our own abhorrence of such 
amy, and to recommend him not again to trust those 


press, declined the suggestion t8 copy it ;—and this is our return! 
|Our columns are now and then accused of asperity in alluding 


| decide whether great allowances ought not to be made for him. 
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simulations of a new faith which are the natural products of 
‘Temporal Relief Funds.” At last, bitter experience has 
brought Mr. Close to the same conclusions, and he is driven to 
the public avowal of it; but he avenges himself, Haman-like, 
upon the Jews at large, and bears ‘ false witness” against 
Israel, vituperating those whom he and his friends cannot 
corrupt—as given to the ‘ practice of fraud, cheating, and false- 
hood,” a disposition which, he says, is ‘* something in the 
Jewish character, in the habits and education of the youn 

Jews.”” A manly remonstrance against these calumnies, abd 
‘* A Jew,” has appeared in the same journal of the 5th instant: 
the Editor vouches for the respectability of its writer. He 
puts it to this reverend scoffer at a whole people, whether it 
would be fair to rake up the crimes, sometimes revolting in 
their nature, which have been proved, not only against Christian 
laymen, but against members of the Christian clergy, and there- 
upon to denounce the whole body of the church as inclined to 
such practices? A fearful array of sucha character once appeared 
in a very popular London journal, and we, of the dnrglo-Jewish 


to these insults, or to the corrupting system which gives occasion 
for them; but if the Rev. F. Close, as Chairman of an auxiliary 
provincial meeting, is right to press his long and painful expe- 
rience upon advocates of the ‘* Converts’ Temporal Relief Fund,” 
and to resolve to have “nothing to do with that class of 
enquiring Jews who could not support themselves ;"’ are not 
the organs of these various societies in London called upon, 
having read Mr. C.’s outrage upon the feelings of honourably 
minded men, to give their own readers the benefit of the 
indignant denial by ‘* A Jew,” as also to state honestly the very 
contrary convictions, which—as professed friends and admirers 
of our race—they cannot but entertain.* Be it observed, that 
the Rev. F. C. Ewald, a converted member of the Jerusalem 
mission, was also at Cheltenham, and followed Mr. Close in his 
appeal for ‘* the collection at the doors,” but had not a word 
to say for the defence of his parentage and kindred—* in the 
flesh.’—But we forget; he, too, is, according to Paul, an 
apostate from Moses, and moreover a placeman, if not wholly 
a sinecurist, 

Another aspect of Christian respect for Israel,is afforded by 
the March issue of the Christian Lady's Magazine. ‘The follow- 
ing passages are. so pertinent to the foregoing, that we cannot 
deny ourselves the pleasure of extracting them from an article 
of several pages, entitled ‘* Mogador and the Jews.” Speaking 
of the prevalent disposition to misconceive and misrepresent us 
nationally, and accounting for the tone in which our own pen 
has been accustomed to allude to the apostatizing system—the 
writer says :— 

“ We pray those who regard with resentment the harsh remarks that 


occasionally issue from the Jewish Editor’s pen on the subject of con- 
versions, to place themselves for a moment in his position, and then to 


, 


‘ Let us look, in a worldly point of view, as we would look on the 
population of France or of Holland, upon that section of the nation of 
Judah, at this time dwelling in the midst of us: and we shall see more 
than we have been wont to comprehend under the general class of the 
Jews. First, and moving in the highest circles of refined society, we shall 
meet with the Rothschilds, who hold all continental Europe bound in a 
golden chain; with the Montifiores, the Goldsmidts, the De Castros, the 
Salomons, and many others, whose names would be familiar to our readers, 
if they were worldly, fashionable people, which, we trust, they are not. 
These wealthy and accomplished Jews are met with among our high 
nobility, and moving in the same sphere; and there is a class of educated 
and highly-genteel men, with their families, who, when they bespeak a 
play can crowd the theatre with ‘ beauty and fashion ;’ fill a ball-room in 
the same way; and out-dazzle their Gentile neighbours. Very recently, 
the Oratorio of Judas Maccabeeus was performed at Exeter Hall, the night 
being changed from Friday to Thursday. One who was there told us, that 
the rush and the throng were irresistible: the hall was absolutely crammed 
in every part with well-dressed, elegant people: ‘ and one half, at least,’ 
said he, ‘ were Jews.’ 

“ Then again, in the walks of science, and in the paths of deep learning, 
at every turn you meet the accomplished Jew. Not less than forty-five 
noble charities are exclusively established and supported by them in 


ae 


=. 
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* See the statistical tables in another part of the paper, which show 
that, although the maligned Jews are more subject to imputation than 
others, they contribute the smallest proportion to the convicted, 
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London alone, for the poor and afflicted of their own nation; and, drawn 
out as their fine minds and sensitive feelings are under such influences as 
beam upon free, happy England, is it to be very much marvelled at if the 
attempt to treat, or to represent them as a company of old clothes-men, 
should rouse a spirit not exactly in accordance with their presumed 
position, 

“ We are not defending, we are only accounting for certain rongh sayings 
that eae from time to time in an out-spoken Jewish periodical. The 
Jews do not hear of any attempt to call out their learned men into an arena 
of equal disputation. A Popish priest indeed is a ‘ reverend gentleman,’ 
who must by all courteous means be induced to hold a discussion and to 
defend his abominable idolatries in the ears of a respectful, impartial, 
Protestant auditory, mingled with an equal number of his own followers; 
but the gospel is carried like a bale of smuggled goods into the dark lanes 
and alleys inhabited by the poorest Hebrews, or pressed upon wanderers 
from foreign climes ;* nut Not held forth, as a legitimate, a most important 
subject for public discussion with the learned and accomplished Jews, 
many of whom would stand forth at the call. This may be all right for 
aught we know; but placing ourselves in the position of a thinking Jew, 
deeply attached to his own faith, we cannot but fee! that very great 
occasion is given for the harshest conclusions; and when we add to this 
the notorious fact that among many real converts there are also some con- 
sumimate knaves and hypocrites, who carry the bounty of Christians, and 
exhibit it to their Jewish brethren as the regular market-price of their 
hollow profession, it would be strange indeed if the consequence were 
other than it is. 

‘*‘ Again, we solemnly ask, is there no warrant for the offensive term 
‘ apostacy’ so often used by the Jewish editor in reference to the converted 
Jews among us? there is very high authority for it, we think. Any one 
who turns to the Greek Testament will find the word where our translators 
have softened it into a different expression. In the twenty-first chapter of 
the Acts, verse 21, the language is, ‘ And they are informed of thee, that 
thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to APosTATIZE 
from Moses, saying, that they ought not to circumcise their children, nor 
to walk after the customs.’ This false charge against Paul -he was 
encouraged by the Apostles in Jerusalem, not only to deny, but instantly 
to disprove. It is true that our commentators, writing at the distance of 
many centuries, and satisfied that they were wiser than the inspired 
church in Jerusalem, Apostles included, have denounced this as a very 
wrong proceeding; but without the help of such commentaries, it would 
scarcely enter the head of any plain reader of God’s word to dream of its 
being otherwise than perfectly right. Can we then marvel at the Jew, 
who finds that even an inquirer into the truth of Christianity, is obliged if 
dependent, and if not is required, as a proof of his sincerity, to * apostatize 
from Moses,’ to forswear circumcision, and to break from every custom of 
his people; labouring on the Jewish Sabbath, eating forbidden meats, 
and rejecting every separating mark that united him with the n&tion of 
Israel? Whatever Christians may think on these points, we demand that 
they enter for a moment into the feelings of a strict Jew, before they 
condemn their elder brother: for ourselves, we made up our minds on the 
subject in days of health and strength; we have pondered on it through 
weeks of pain and debility, with eternity in view; and every day deepens 
our conviction.” 


We cannot give more of this article now; partly,t because 
of its deeply painful announcement of the imminent danger of 


the writer’s being called from her vocation by a fatal malady. 
Even after this interval, we find ourselves incapable to dwell on 


* We may not pass this very honourable and consistent avowal without 
the admission that, since we hold the time has not yet come for bringing 
the world to one accord in matters of faith, we do not seek the opportunity 
publicly to disprove Christianity. The reasons were given with our avowal 
of principles, in the opening number of the Voice of Jacob; and another 


paragraph of the article quoted above, very fairly states:—‘* The principal | 


charge against the paper, on our side, appeared to be the very unceremo- 
nious terms in which, what the editor called ‘ conversion tactics,’ were 
denounced; for against Christianity itself nothing was ever said in that 

Jewish newspaper. The cry of the conductors was, ‘ Let our people alone, 
and we will uot molest you;’ this was sometimes accompanied by very 
severe animadversions on the public organ of the Society for the Conver- 
sion of the Jews; and the Society, in return, did all in its power to 
conceal from the Christian public the very existence of ‘ the Voice of 
Jacob.’ 

“* We remember that, at the Annual Meeting, two years ago, the Rev. 
Mr. Bickersteth named the ‘ Voice of Jacob:’ those three words were 
carefully omitted from the otherwise accurate report of his speech. All 
this was calculated to exasperate the Jewish editor; but he retained his 
forbearance on the subject of our faith, wonderfully: and we, at least, 
could appreciate this.” 


_ + A principal reason for our not dwelling further on the subject is, that 
together with the solemn matters which pertain to it, the pious writer has 
associated some reflections upon the vocation of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
upon the manner in which its duties have been performed towards the 
Jews, as well as towards the Christian public, and upon the adverse 
influences with which it has had to contend. Without the risk of being 
misconceived, we can do no more than make this brief but grate({ul 
acknowledgement for testimony, at once so dispassionate and so truly 
acceptable to us.—Eb. V. J. 
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the subject as we feel it, and our readers who have 
in this true friend of Israel—and they are numeroys as 

know—are referred to her own magazine; we ask them als . 
join us in praying that the God of our fathers may Mitigate he, 
sufferings, increase her light, and preserve her for I is mare 
here, in the common hope of Zion. oe 


ANECDOTES OF ANGLO-JEWISH HISToRy. 


It is no doubt within the recollection of our readers, tha 

a 
series of anecdotes of the Jews in England, compiled fro, 
authentic sources, was proposed in the supplement to the third 
volume of the /’oice of Jacob. The then purpose of givin 
mere data, extracted from sources immediately available had 
been abandoned at the instance of a valued correspondent 
whose undertaking to devote his energies to the pursuit in 
connexion with our journal, was recorded at the time. The 
work, as we find, is progressing, and will assuredly form ay 
excellent key to the study of Anglo-Jewish history, (Cong). 
derable time must necessarily elapse before it is completed: 
and meanwhile, it is especially desirable that others of oy; 
readers, having access to sources of information out of the 
ordinary routine, or meeting with occasional and useful records 
in the course of a varied reading, would do us and our corres. 
pondent the favorto render their gleanings available for his 
compilations. Having recently communicated with him upon 
the subject, we are enabled to give two or three short speci- 
mens of the materials collected ; and likewise to illustrate the 
spirit with which he enters upon the research, bya few passages 
extracted from his introductory preface, ‘The title proposed 
will sufficiently shew the intention:—** Anecdotes of Anglo- 
Jenish History, chronologically arranged ; with the authorities 
quoted; compiled from authentic sources, by H. .... F....., 

After an enumeration of those historians who have treated 
the subject specially—such as Pryme, Basnage, Tovey, Mill. 
man, Jost, Blunt, &c., he proceeds to give a sketch of British 
and Roman, as well as of Jewish history, in support of the de. 
duction that the Jews visited England with, or shorily after 
Julius Cesar. He goes on to say :— 

‘* It was about a.m. 3949' (B.C. 55-54), that Cesar made 
his two descents from Gaul upon England. Within the next 
seven years he confirmed to the Jews, (who had been declared 
by the vote of the senate in 3845—B.C. 160, friends and allies 
of Rome’), all the advantages and privileges they had enjoyed 
since Judas Maccabeeus, in sistituine for the services rendered 
by them to him; and to make it memorable, he caused the 
enactments to be engraven on a column erected in Alexandria 
for the purpose. . . . . The Jéws were not only powerful 
as a people, but numerous and influential in Rome itself. 
Many writers of this period mention them as of equestrian 
rank ;° that they possessed privileges, is clearly shown by one 
of the accusations against L. Valerius Flaccus, which, amongst — 
other charges, enumerates that of ‘ prohibiting the Jews to 
carry out of the province of Asia, of which he was Pretor, 
the gold which they used to collect annually throughout the 
empire for the temple of Jerusalem; all which he seized, and 
remitted to the treasury at Rome. This shows that the Jews 
made no mean figure in the empire.’ Cicero's oration in de- 
fence of Flaccus, gives us much information of the state of 
the Jews in Rome at the time we are treating of. ‘The trial 
was held near the Aurelian steps; a place of great resort for 
the populace, and particularly for the Jews, who used it pro- 
bably as a kind of exchange, or general rendezvous of their 
countrymen. Cicero proceeds’—‘ It was for this reason, Laelius, 
and for the sake of this crime, that you have chosen this place, 
and all this crowd for the trial. You know what a numerous 


an interest 


' Suetonius. This is according to Christian writers; the Jewish calcu- 
lation is different. 
* Josephus Antigq. xii. 
Rollin. Josephus Antiq, xiv. 
“ The Jews were (44 ae again publicly acknowledged as the friends 
and allies of the Romans. Four copies of this decree were engraved 00 
plates of copper, and preserved in the capitol at Rome, and in the temples 
of Zidon, Tyre, and Askelon.”—Josephus xiv. 
* Hooke, vol. viii. p. 370. 
_* Middleton, p. 300. Cicero, Flacc. xxviii. 


Justin xxxvl. 
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hand the Jews are, what concord among themselves, what | 


* 


hustle they make in our assemblies. . . . Since our 
old then 1s annually carried out of Italy, and all the provinces, 
‘2 the name of the Jews to Jerusalem.’”’ 

By way of answering possible objectors, H. F. reasons thus :— 

“An objection may be taken to this selection, that it is im- 
olitic and unwise to revive in the present day the record of 
ihe sufferings and oppressions of our forefathers, such as our 
anecdotes must of necessity contain. ‘ Our history has a 
melancholy sameness,’ says a distinguished living historian of 
the Jews,° while describing their persecutions: ‘ We are 


fatigued with the dreary prospect which, like the desert wil- 
Jerness, still spreads before us; we know not where to look 
for gleams of Christian mercy, through these clouds of fanati- 
cism and injustice.’ Should such an objection be raised, | 
would reply that they are extracted from Christian authors, 
many of whom glory in the events, and dwell upon the recital 
in the full pride of having been eye-witnesses;—but, if my 
countrymen of the present day—if liberal England—would 
wish to blot from the pages of her chronicles the bigotry and 
intolerance of her former inhabitants,—if the record of perse- 
cutions and martyrdoms of the Jews, in former ages, bring the 
blush of shame upon the cheeks of her sons,—it the present 
generation is sufficiently enlightened to judge dispassionately, 
and condemn the acts of its ancestry,—let it be remembered 
the day will come, when the doings of the present time shall be 
laid before impartial judges; when the historians of passing 
events will mention (perhaps from very shame but slightly), 
that to be a Jew was a disqualification from every municipal 
and legislative office,’—that persecutions equal, if not of the 
same description, were continually taking place,—that the very 
religion of the Jew was successfully attempted to be made 
synonymous with cheat:—when these matters are recalled to 
the memory, and itis borne in mind that time will strip the 
living sophists of their reasonings, and display the present 
deeds of men in plain, evident, and faithful colours,—then will 
Englishmen shudder at the contemplation of the wilful dark- 
ness of their ancestors of the nineteenth century. <n 
Let, therefore, those who now judge the past; who read, but 
do not profit by the pages of history, pause—and while repu- 
diating the acts of bygone generations, bear in mind (allowing 
for the difference of education) that they are acting as ignobly, 
as tyrannically, as selfishly, as any of their predecessors. 

‘‘ If they can see the errors of their progenitors, let them, at 
least, attempt to perform such acts of justice towards the Jews, 
that future eyes may look with pride and honour on the recorded 
legislation of this period, and point the finger to this liberal epoch, 
with the conscious exultation of knowing that justice, although 
tardy, was rendered in despite of an army of detractors, ....” 


( The extracts in our next number.) 


REVIEWS. 


The Rod of Judgment, &c., Part II. Translated 
from the Hebrew, by Dr. L. Loewe. London: D. Nutt. 


The first part of this curious and interesting publication was 
noticed in our first volume (No. 15), and it is perhaps scarcely 
needful to remind our readers, that the orginal work was 
written no less than 131 years back, by the Rev. David Nieto, 
the then Chief Rabbi of the Sephardim Congregation in London. 
He entitled it a supplement to the celebrated work Kuzari, and 
designed it to ‘* demonstrate, by natural inferences, the truth 
of the Oral Law, transmitted to us by the sages of Israel, the 
authors of the Mishna, and the Talmud.” In those days, 
apparently, as in our own, the authority of tradition had its 
opponents; but then the discussion was not abandoned to 
chance, nor was the defence left to the zeal of any unavowed or 
untried champion ; for the highest spiritual officer in the na- 
ton undertook the task as a part of his duty ;— with what 
elect we have no evidence, except in the fact that there re- 
mains, at our day, no vestige of any secession from the syna- 


Milman vol. iii. p. 316. 
7 Lawson. Vide Voice of Jacob, No. 69. 
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gogue at that early period of our national re-establishment in — 


ungland. It will scarcely be pretended, that treatises like that 
before us ever did, or ever can, afford a general ‘ demonstra- 
tion,” in the mathematical sense of the term; nay, indeed, the 
precise range to which our traditional law extends, and the 
force and bearing of its several prescriptions, have constituted 
debateable ground, from the earliest Talmudic records down to 
our own times. But the necessity for a traditional law, as 
expository of the scriptural ordinances, is demonstrable, and 
has often been demonstrated, both from the nature of revela- 
tion in general, and on the authority of the scriptures in parti- 
cular. No single class or section of Jews has ever been able 
to dispense with an authoritative tradition in practice, whatever 
it may have propounded in theory. What remains at issue, is 
the question of the degree to which fuith in tradition is requi- 
site to be professed and acted upon—by those uninstructed for 
discrimination on points of such extreme intricacy; as well as 
by those, sufficiently learned perhaps, to rest content with act- 
ing for themselves upon their own convictions, but neither 
qualified, invested, nor warranted, to assume the responsibility 


of guiding, absolving, or dispensing others. We freely avow 


our own incompetence to deal usefully with questions of such 
delicacy and importance; and therefore shin Taos we so often 
exhibited unwillingness to afford others the opportunity of 
carrying on what could at best, in a popular periodical sheet, 
be no more thana series of desultory skirmishes without results, 
and certainly without advantage to the cause which all the par- 
ties equally profess the desire to serve. If then the press, at 
this juncture, is to be resorted to with any chance of a practical 
effect, Dr. Loewe’s plan is the more legitimate one; inasmuch 
that he employs it not incidentally, and at the diseretion of 
another, but systematically, and to an extent which affords the 
needful scope for his purpose. The weight of the learned 
Doctor’s own testimony, in favor of the view he advocates, is 
no light claim to a respectful consideration of what he gives to 
the world. His disinterestedness as to the pecuniary proceeds 
of his undertaking, was done justice to in our former notice ; 
and his preface to this second part of the translation, claims the 
credit which those who know him will be quite ready to accord 
to his. anxiety for the religious welfare of the community. 

The form in which the truth of the Oral Law is discussed in 
the Rod of Judgment —dialogue, affords the opportunity of 
introducing al] the most weighty objections of the unbeliever 
therein, in order to their refutation. No doubt, ingenious dis- 
putants will find in that very feature of the discussion, sufficient 
opportunity for prolonging and amplifiying the contest: if they 
determine so to do, then, rather than adopt a harassing system 
of attack in detail, let us hope to see them meet the learned 
Doctor, not on this translation only, but on the broad question, 


in the open arena, and with the same weapons which he has. 


employed. 


Report of a preparatory meeting of Israelites held at Paris, 
Ist December, 1844. 


The proceedings of which the pamphlet before us is a record, 
have been previously alluded to in our columns; and we have 
only to confess our pleasure at many of the sentiments ex- 
pressed with considerable fervour by M. inéde, avocat a la 
Cour royale, and by M. Créhange, a collaborateur of the Univers 
Israélite. The zeal for the conservative cause which these 
orations betoken, deserves a just consideration ; and although, 
as we fear, such sentiments are not too general among the 
electoral body, yet it may be hoped that the religious feelings 
of the mass of the Israelite population of France—including 
those who practise as well as profess the essentials of J udaism— 
will be fairly represented in the new Consistories. 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 


11, Duke Street, Aldgate, 
March 11, 1845. 
Mr. Editor,—The Committee of the ‘‘ Beth Holim’’ Hospital have 
liberally presented me with a very handsome silver waifer, which they 
have been pleased to inscribe with their acknowledgment of my services, 
on the occasion of the Ball lately given in aid of that Charity. Will you 
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be pleased to afford me the 
tification which this mark 
umble endeavours ? 


opportunity, thus publicly, to express the 
of their coe affords me in return for my 
By so doing, you will much oblige, 
Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 
JOHN DIAS. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our Lynn correspondent, will, on consideration, excuse us from the un- 
gracious task of pointing out others’ errors. 

Our Malta correspondent, on the violation of the Sultan’s firman, in 
next number. : 

The Verses of Rebecca, neat and appropriate as they are, will have to 
stand over, with many prior contributions, for, as we fear, an indefinite 
period. 

Received for Review. —‘‘ Three more Letters, &c.,’’ by the Rev. 
J. Oxlee.—* Original system of acquiring French,’’ by M. Mariot de 
Beauvoisin. 

Several pages of over matter are in type, and this will, as we hope, 
be a satisfactory reason for many postponements. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Sab. 15th March 6th of 2nd Adar Portion for the Week 

Thur. 20 1] “NON Fast of Esther. 

Frid. 2] 12 Sabbath at 6 o’Clock. 

Sab. 22 " 13 a "3? “B Portion for the Week 8") 
Sun. 23 14 Feast of Purim. 

Mon. 24 - 15 Shushan Purim. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS.—The following very moderate scale 
of charges is for advertisements left with the printer, at 27, Camomile 
Street, City, not later than Tuesday afternoon, and paid for at the time. 

For six lines and under, 3s. 6d. ; and 6d. for every two lines extra. 

Distant advertisers are respectfully requested to comply with these 
regulations, either through the medium of some London correspondent 
unconnected with the paper, or by post, with an accompanying remittance 
—OTHERWISE, ADVERTISEMENTS WILL NOT BE RECEIVABLE BY THIS 
SCALE. 


EWS’ INFANT SCHOOL.—A BALL in aid of the funds 
of the above Institution will be given on Thursday, the 3rd of April, at 
Willis’s Rooms, King-street, St. James's. 
Patronesses. 
- Miss Goldsmid 
Mrs. David Haes 


Baroness Anthony De Rothschild 
Mrs. Denis M. Samuel 


Mrs. H. De Castro 
Mrs. Samuel Cohen 
Mrs, Isaac Cohen 

Mrs. 8. L. De Symons 
Lady Goldsmid Mrs. Simon Samuel 
Mrs. F. H. Goldsmid * Mrs. 8. I. Waley 


Francis H. Gotpsmip, Esq., President. 
Sampson Esq., Vice-President. Haim Gugpa.ta, Esq., Treasurer. 
Watter Josepus, Esq., Honorary Secretary. 


Stewards, 
Henry H. Cohen, Esq. 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. 
Hananel De Castro, Esq. 
8. L. De Symons, Esq. 
Alfred Davis, Esq. 
Maurice Dyte, Esq. 
_ Isaac B. Elkin, Esq. 
Henry Faudel, Esq. 
J.A. Franklin, Esq. 
Sir I, L. Goldsmid, Bart., F.R. 8. 
Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq. 
F. D. Goldsmid, Esq. 
Aaron Goldsmid, Jun., Esq. 
Haim Guedalla, Esq. 
David Haes, Esq. 
G. E. Hodgkinson, Esq. 
J. Helbert Helbert, Esq. Jacob Waley, Esq. 
J. A. Joseph, Esq. Col. Thomas Wood, M. P. 


Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s. 6d. each. Applications to be made to 
the Stewards; to Walter Josephs, Esq., 15, South-street, Finsbury Square, or to 
Isaac B. Elkin, Esq., 20, Upper Bedford Place, Russell Square—Honorary Secre- 
taries, and by whom Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received. 


EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, Spitalfields. For 600 
Boys and 300 Girls. 
The Anniversary Dinner in aid of the funds of this Institution, will take place 
at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on Thursday, the 27th instant, 
DAVID SALOMONS, Esq., President, in the Chair. 
Vice-President —BENJAMIN MOSES, Esq. 
Treasurers,—ISAAC COHEN, Esq., and ALFRED DAVIS, Esq. 


S. I. Joseph, Esq. 
Solomon Joseph, Esq. 
Walter Josephs, Esq. 
Henry Jessel, Esq. 
John Masterman, Esq., M. P. 
Benjamin Moses, Esq. 
James Pattison, Esq., M. P. 

_ A, W. Robarts, Esq. 
Baron Anthony De Rothschild 
Right Hon. Lord J. Russell, M. P. 
M. G. Silva, Esq. 
Charles Salaman, Esq. 
David Salomons, Esq. 
Nathan Solomon, Esq. 
Sampson Samuel, Esq. 
Barnard Van Oven, Esq. 


Stewards. 
Israel Barned. Esq. W., Pegler, 
Henry H. Cohen, Esq. D. Pincherle, Esq. 
J. Deacon Esq. Simon Samuel Esq. 
F. H. Goldsmid Esq, John Wagg, Esq. 
Lawrence Myers, Esq. 


8. SOLOMONS, Sac, 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


EWS’ and GENERAL LITERARY AND SCI 

INSTITUTION. Sussex Hall. No. 52, Leadenhall-stree 

Mr. Henry Russert will give a Second VOCAL ENTER 
the above Institution, on Monday Evening, next, March 17. The Prog 

include ‘* The Old Bell; Some Love to Roam; The Ivy Green: Jamblers re 

Ue 


ENTIFIC 
TAINMENT, ,, 


Largo al Factotum,”’ &c. &c. On this occasion, Mr. Russel) will be assisted ; 
Misses Smitu, (nieces of the Dowager Countess of Essex, late Miss Ste ° by the 
celebrated Vocalist). Messrs. Cohan and Brinsley Richards, wij} seal ens, the 
tasias on the Pianoforte. orm Fan. 
Tickets of admission :—Pit, 1s. 6d.; Reserved Seats, 2s,; § 
be had of the Committee, and at the Institution. ‘a6 Beate, 3s, May 
peated ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street, Goodman’ 
Fields. Established A.M. 5591. —1831. rae 
Under the Patronage of 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN DOWAGER. 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUCHESS OF KENT. 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE, Kc 
HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH, KG. 
Vice-Patronesses. 
LADY ROLLE. LADY MONTEFIORE. 
A BALL in aid of the Funds of this Charity will take place at Willis’s Rooms 
St. James’s, on Thursday, the 8th of May, next. ™ 
The names of the Noblemen and Gentlemen, acting as Stewards, wil] 
announced. 
Committtee Room, March 4, 1845, 


shortly be 
JOHN DIAS, Hon. See. 
EWISH NATIONAL FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION, fo; 


the Manufacture of Passover Bread, enrolled pursuant to Act of Parlia 
Office and Manufactory, 27, Goulstone Square, Whitechapel. 

The Committee of the above Society, announce with pleasure that they have 
reduced the price of Passover Bread for the ensuing Festival, to 4 4 per Ib. for the 
best quality, and 3} per Ib. for the second ditto, and with a view of accommodating 
their friends resident in the Country, undertake to forward their orders for Grocery. 
&c., at the prices charged for them by the London Tradesmen. : 

_ Perlatos and Fanery Cakes, at 1s. 6d. per Ib. 
M. HART, Secretary. 

N.B.—To prevent disappointment, the Committee will not hold themselves re. 
sponsible for the execution of Country orders, unless transmitted on or before the 


16th of April. 
JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL BALL 
Willis’s Rooms, Thursday, May 3, 1845. 
Donations and Subscriptions in aid of the above Charity, will be thankfully re. 
ceived and acknowledged by H. Guedalla, Treasurer, 15, Kennington Lane. 


ment, 


ROCERY for PASSOVER.—Ellis A. Frauklin (late J. A. 


Joseph) Grocer, Oil and Italian Warehouseman, &c., 20, Vine Street, 
Minories, takes leave to calli the attention of his friends and the public, to the ap- 
propriate arrangements which he has effected for supplying, during Passover, on 
the most reasonable terms, Jewish families in town or country with all articles con- 
nected with his trade, which are permitted to be used at that season. 

Country orders, received early, and accompanied by drafts for payment in Lon- 
don, will be promptly executed.—The Trade supplied as heretofore. 
London, 12th March, 5605. 


ISS LEVISON, of 14, Devonshire Place, New Steime, 


Brighton, informs her Friends, she has now a vacancy for two pupils. 
The number being limited to Six, every comfort is attended to, as in a private 


| family. Remaining over the vacation, 2 guineas. Particulars and terms to be 


obtained of Mr. Magnus, 127, Fenchurch Street. 
Vacation commences the 16th of April, and terminates on the 13th of May. 


— 


ANTED, by a Lady of the Jewish persuasion, a situation 

as companion to an elderly Lady, or Lady’s Maid, or to attend on two 0! 
three ladies; she is competent for either. Highly respectable references can be 
given ; she would have no objection to the Country.—Address, R. 8. G., at Mr. 
Roberts, Berlin Repository, 30, Wigmore Street, Cavendish Square. 


At HOME or ABROAD, Salary not so much an object 


as a comfortable home.-—A Lady wishes for a situation, as companions to 
any lady, where a confidential person, and one who can make herself generally 
useful is required, but nothing menial. No objection to attend an invalid, or to 
travel.—Letters, post-paid, to F. A. C., Pace’s Library, 14, Brecknock Place, Cam- 
den Road, Camden Town. 


CONGREGATION or UNITED BRETHREN or tHe JEWISH FAITH, 
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA. 


ANTED for the above Congregation, a Gentleman = 
unmarried Englishman would be preferred), qualified to officiate #® fr, 


LECTURER, * ypin Sys and the latter to be ont 
temporary. The salary will be £200 sterling per annum, with a free resi eT 
and it is presumed that a School, which he will be required to yup of 
giving instruction in Hebrew and English, will yield an additional yearly § 


about £100. 4, Castle Street, 


Application to be made to Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, 


Houndsditch, London. 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of A 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and P ee cadet 
BenjaMIn STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Fait 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripar, Marcu 14, 1845. 
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